OMG Letterhead (?)

11 November, 1999

Dear WEDI representatives:

The formation of a new group of the Workgroup for Electronic Data Interchange (WEDI), to introduce new technologies for consideration as HIPAA mandates is of interest to the Object Management Group Domain Task Force on Healthcare: CORBAmed.  

As CORBAmed strives to define a Service Level Architecture for the healthcare industry, new component specifications, specific to the healthcare industry, are being balloted and adopted as technology specifications.  Messaging standards, mandated by current HIPAA regulations, enforce the implementation of traditional EDI across the healthcare industry.  However, other technology standards being developed for use in healthcare applications.  As object technologies reach a new level of standardization, service specifications developed by CORBAmed are ideal to consider for HIPAA legislative mandates.  It is inappropriate to stagnate the healthcare industry by not considering new technology mechanisms.  Although messaging is perfectly appropriate for a variety of healthcare business processes, there is advantage to deploy service level interfaces in the healthcare industry.

CORBAmed would like to introduce for consideration the Resource Access Decision Facility (RAD).  The RAD specification provides a standard mechanism for obtaining authorization decisions and administrating access decision policies. It enables a common way for an application to request and receive an authorization decision. The RAD facility intended use is for security-aware applications.

Bill Braithwaite, from the Department of Health and Human Services, encouraged CORBAmed to test the HIPAA process with OMG technology specifications.  After careful consideration, the RAD specification was deemed the most appropriate CORBAmed technology adoption to be considered for introduction into the process for new HIPAA legislation.

The RAD standard was lead by a submission team consisting of 2AB, Baptist Health Systems of South Florida, CareFlow|Net, Inc., and IBM.  In addition a number of supporting organizations where instrumental in development of the specification including: Concept Five , DASCOM, Inc., Inprise, Los Alamos National Laboratory, National Institute of Standards (NIST), National Security Agency (NSA), and Philips Medical Systems.

This specification was balloted via the Object Management Group’s consensus based process.  This is successfully adopted as a CORBA (Common Object Reqest Broker Architecture) standard and is one of the fundamental building blocks of the CORBAmed Service Level Architecture, being developed and deployed in the healthcare industry.

Resources from the OMG and CORBAmed are dedicated to supporting the process of gaining healthcare consensus by working with WEDI to facilitate the processes that have been defined for new HIPAA considerations.  Please advise on the next steps to introduce the RAD specification into the WEDI process.

Thank you for your consideration,

Mary Kratz

Chair, CORBAmed

